Connectors
Coherence in a text is created largely through the appropriate use of  “connectors“
Connectors  - Useful Words and Phrases to Open and Connect Sentences  According to their Functions

This list is necessarily incomplete and in many cases, the following examples fullfil more than just the one function they are listed under. So, whenever you come across further  words and phrases serving the functions listed below, take them down into these lists and thus continuously try to widen your active knowledge of such words and phrases.

In the following lists you will find under each heading first a number of words to open and connect sentences, and second a number of  phrases to open and connect sentences as well as entire paragraphs.

Of course, not every single sentence of a text needs such a connector, but very often, you simply cannot do without them!

1. Making a General Statement

Words:

Apparently / Evidently / With regard to / Referring to / With reference to / As to / As for / According to / In general, / On the whole, / Generally speaking,

Phrases:

In the following text I would like to express my opinion on (the question of) / I want to present the pros and cons of the debate, so that the reader can form an opinion of his own. / The text/ story  “.................“ deals with the question/ the problem of/ whether / The author .....  /  is of the opinion that / states / claims that / points out / creates the impression  that / feels / overlooks the fact that / seems to be prejudiced against / tries to manipulate the reader / takes an extreme viewpoint / appears to hold the conviction that  (scheint der Überzeugung zu sein)

It is obvious from the text that / We learn that (erfahren) / It has been proved that (es hat sich gezeigt) / It is argued that (man behauptet) / It has been claimed that / It appears that / This is generally considered to be (a very difficult problem) /It is a matter of prime importance that / It may seem that / It seems that / It seems as if /  Many people find that / That’s why some people find (that there should be) / What is absolutely necessary is / As far as ....... is/are concerned / In order to decide the question whether ....... or not / As it appears to be at first sight / There seems to be a close connection between ......... and .........

2. Stating an Intention

Words:

Therefore / That is why / For this (that) reason / So / so that (Mittelstellung) / Since / As / Because of / Consequently,

Phrases:

I would like to point out/ demonstrate/ show/ make it (perfectly) clear how/ that/ why

3. Stating a Viewpoint

Words:

Fortunately, / Unfortunately, / Evidently, / Obviously, / Almost certainly, / Perhaps / Maybe / Sometimes / Often / On the whole, / Generally speaking
Phrases:
To begin/ start with / First of all, I think, we should consider the fact that / We must (also) take into account that / What is absolutely necessary is that / It is important (,however,) that / It is quite natural that / It is really surprising that / It is only too understandable that / In my opinion / From my point of view / I think it is quite obvious/evident that / I would consider this to be / Sometimes I get the feeling that / I cannot but (say) (ich kann nicht umhin) / You certainly cannot deny (the fact) that / It is/ would (still) be difficult to decide whether/ if .... / It is/ will not be easy to say whether / Both these ideas seem to me to be equally wrong. I myself am of the opinion that / There seems to be no reason why

4. Making a Generalisation

Words:

Above all  (vor allem) / In fact, / As a matter of fact,  (in der Tat) / Strictly speaking,  (genaugenommen) /

Thus,  (und so, daher) / Generally, / Usually, / Normally, / As a rule,   

 Phrases:
The essential idea is / The conventional view is  (die allgemeine Ansicht) / It is widely held that  (die meisten Leute sind der Ansicht) / The main factor here lies (in) / And  that’s exactly where the problem arises: /  In theory ............ , whereas in reality, / The problems which ensue (sich daraus ergeben) are manifold (vielfältig) / The (more) .......... the (better)  (je ...... desto) / Clearly, .............. but  (Natürlich .......... aber) / In all probability  (aller Wahrscheinlichkeit nach) / In the opinion of (most smokers), however, (smoking is not a health risk) / And from there it is only one last step to / The only way out seems to be

5. Asking a (rhetorical) question

Words:

Phrases:

What we should ask ourselves at this point is, whether / Can we really believe that / Isn’t it  strange that
6. Supporting or Rejecting a Preceding Statement

Words:
But / However, / Nevertheless, / On the one hand, ............ (but) on the other hand / On the contrary / Yet, (dennoch, am Satzanfang)/  Still, (und trotzdem, am Satzanfang) / Nonetheless (nichtsdestoweniger)

Phrases:
It is true that ........ but / One feels inclined to respond positively/ negatively to / Although it may be true that ..........., I would say / I would like to call in question what the author states about / Despite all his arguments, it must be said / But despite this I would consider (a ban on smoking in public) to be ..... / But I think we could also say a lot in favour of ..../ against / This argument is beyond my comprehension  (kann ich nicht begreifen) / His argument doesn’t hold good  (ist nicht stichhaltig) / What he does not realize is (that) / As we have seen above, 

7. Contrasting or Modifying a Statement

Words:
In other  words, / That means / That is to say, / In that case / Otherwise, / Unlike / Whereas (Während, einen Gegensatz einleitend) / Although true, (Obwohl es zutrifft) /After all, (Schließlich, einen Standpunkt bekräftigend)/  Not to mention / let alone (Mittelstellung) /  On the contrary, / On the other hand, / Still, / (And) Yet, / Instead, / Except for / Inspite of / Despite / Nonetheless, / Apart from the fact that .. 

Phrases:
The author’s arguments/ proposals are convincing, but he fails to take into account that / To weigh the pros and cons in this debate, one has to (das Für und Wider abwägen) / The author’s ideas are well thought out, but / It is important, however, that / The (psychological) aspects of ......... also need to/ have to be discussed / Other factors to be taken into account are / We should not forget, however, / A better way of putting it is / This implies (bedeutet, legt nahe, beinhaltet) / It would be better to say / Frankly speaking,  (Offen gesagt) / For all that I know (Meines Wissens jedenfalls) / Notwithstanding the fact that (Unbeschadet der Tatsache, daß) / In spite of the fact that / Another consequence/point which we must not forget to mention is (the fact) that / With adults/ young people/ pupils/ car owners  things are looked at differently / This does not necessarily mean that / This would also mean that / The difficulty lies in the fact that / (Paradoxically) this can also have a (very) negative/positive effect on ...

8. Making a Comparison

Words:
Likewise, / Both, / Whereas the former ......... the latter ..... / But while the first...... the second..... / Similarly, / As ........... as / Equally, / In a like manner / In the same way, / Equally important, / On the one hand ....... on the other hand / not ......... either  (auch nicht, es heißt nicht  “not ......., too“ !)

Phrases:
There certainly is some connection between .......... and ...... / There is a/ no direct link between ........ and ......... / Having in mind what he said at the beginning of the episode, we can only wonder why

9. Explaining or Exemplifying a Statement

Words:
For example, / For instance, / Incidentally, / Indeed, / In fact, / In other words, / In particular, / Namely / particularly / specifically / That is, / Thus, / Such / In this case

Phrases:
10. Making a Concession

Words:
Though / Although / Even if / Even though / Besides, / Anyhow, / Anyway, / In any case, / At any rate, / Nevertheless, / Of course, / After all, / Clearly, / Still, / Maybe / Perhaps / Naturally, / Yet / Apart from / On second thoughts,  (Wenn man es genau bedenkt,)

Phrases:
It is true ........... and yet, / Yet, there may be (some unexpected dangers in it) / We do not know the effects of ........ so far, still (Mittelstellung = "trotzdem") we have reason to assume/believe that

11. Expressing a Condition

Words:

If / Unless / Suppose that / In case that / Provided that / On the condition that /

Phrases:

Unless ...........  it is (un)likely that .....   (Wenn nicht, ....... dann ist es (un)wahrscheinlich, daß....)

12. Enumerating or Adding a Number of Facts or Arguments

Words:
To begin with, / In addition, / Equally important / Likewise, / Similarly, / Equally, / In the same manner, / Furthermore, / And then / In the same way, /also (nie am Anfang eines Satzes!) / moreover,  (Mittel- oder Anfangsstellungstellung) / First, Second, Third, .... / Then / (And) Besides, / By the way, / Apart from this/that / Finally, / Last, / Next, / Above all, / In spite of all,

Phrases:

Let us first look at / In the first place (nachgestellt  = von vornherein) / First and foremost is / The next  question/ point/problem  to be considered is / In addition to what I’ve said before, / Finally, we should analyze / Much more could be said with regard to the subject under discussion, however / There is only question left to be dealt with:

13. Emphasising a Statement

Words:

Certainly / Indeed, / Above all, / Surely / Most important, / As a matter of  fact, / No doubt /  To put it bluntly, /

Phrases: 

I have no doubts whatsoever that
14. Indicating the Passage of Time

Words:

When / After / After a while / Before / While / Now / Since then / As long as / As soon as / No sooner 

(+ Inversion)  = "sobald" / Subsequently, / As time goes on, / Eventually, / Initially, / Previously, / Recently, /  A short time ago, / In former times / Momentarily, / Temporarily / Presently, / Nowadays, / At the same time / Meanwhile, / Lately / In the end, / Finally, / At last / At the moment / Day in - day out, / Off and on /  From now on / For the first time / More than once / Time and time again / Many a time / Often, / Afterwards, / At length,

Phrases:

15. Indicating Place and Space

Words:

Nearby / Between / Among / There / Here / Where / In the distance / Straight ahead / Beside / On the spot / In the front / In front of / In the back / On the outside / In the center of / Right by / 

Phrases:
16. Drawing a Conclusion, Summarizing One’s Ideas or Arguments

Words:

Therefore, / That is why / For this (that) reason / So / so that (Mittelstellung) / Since / As / Because of / Consequently, / Thus, / Accordingly, / As a result, /  In conclusion, / In brief, / In short, / On the whole, /To conclude, / To summarize, / To sum up, / Finally, / For that/those reason(s)

Phrases:

It follows that / It is only logical that / One must come to the conclusion that / One can (hardly) deny that / 

This  is, in fact, due to /  (Perhaps) the best scheme would be (to + Infinitive) / It can be concluded that / As we have seen, / To sum it up, we can say that / We can draw the conclusion / It would therefore be a wrong conclusion / This   may/could/would  result in (+ Gerund) / This may lead to ..........  (at the other extreme) / The consequence would be / The (dis)advantage of this (system) would be / The result my be (twofold: firstly, ..............., and secondly, ............) / The result is (+ noun; e.g. ) less communication / The result is (+ that-clause)  that everyone wonders what this is all about / To put it all in a nutshell  (Um es ganz kurz zusammenzufassen) / 
17. Referring to a Previous Statement

Words:

With regard to / Referring to / With reference to / As to / As for / In other words, / In other  words, / That means /  That is to say, / In that case / Accordingly, / Consequently, / Therefore, / Thus, / As a result,

Phrases:

Coming back once again to my initial statement, / Taking up what we’ve seen before, / Returning to our initial assumption

18. Stating One’s Own Final Point of View

Words:

In my opinion, / To my mind, / Evidently, / Obviously, / Almost certainly, / On the whole, / Generally speaking
Phrases:

Whatever the  reason/purpose/plan/intention  of the  author/the protagonist is/was / All you have to see is that / As everyone can see, / The way I see it, / I am (fully) convinced that 
