How to analyze a text
	paragraph
	function
	content
	discourse markers
	dos & don’ts

	introduction
	Introduces the topic and the aspect of analysis.
	1. State your impression of the text (effect).

2. Make an assumption about how the text creates this impression (aspect).

3. Name passages that need to be analysed.)


	Generally speaking, …

The question arises if …

The text tends/ seems to …

The main effect of the text is

that …

The reader gets the impression

that …


	Don’t use “I” or “my”!

1-3 sentences (one paragraph).



	main part
	Analyses the text regarding one decisive aspect.

Gives several examples from the text to show in what way the aspect of analysis creates a certain effect.


	The paragraph:

1. State your point.

2. Support it by giving evidence from the text.

3. Say why the reference supports your point.

Possible aspects of analysis: _

· point of view (narrator)_

· characters_

· choice of words_

· stylistic means (e.g. irony, exaggeration)_

· imagery_

· structure
	The text (author) says that …

This passage shows/ illustrates/

reveals that …

This point can be illustrated by

the following quotation: “…”

The example proves that …

First of all, …

To begin with, …

Firstly, … secondly, …

Finally, …

Last but not least, …

(see info sheet  “How to write a comment” for further discourse markers!)
	Back up your points of analysis by giving textual evidence: use quotation (“…”) or refer to a passage (event; action; …). Always name the lines (l.; ll.)!

Don’t retell the whole text!

Link your sentences and paragraphs!

Use a neutral and factual style!

3-4 paragraphs (logical order) of 4-5 sentences.

	conclusion
	Says in what way the analysis has changed or supported the first impression.
	1. Sum up your main points.

2. Draw a conclusion (result of your analysis).


	To sum up, …

All in all, …

For these reasons …

As a result, …

All things considered, …

What seems clear is that …


	No further points!

No personal opinion!

2-3 sentences (one paragraph).




