How to write a comment
	paragraph
	function
	content
	discourse markers
	dos & don’ts

	introduction
	Introduces the topic and your opinion.

Tells the reader why this is an important topic.

Tries to catch his/ her interest.
	1. Name general topic

2. Name the specific topic or question

3. Thesis statement (your opinion)

(4. Points that need to be considered)
	Many people think that …

Generally speaking, …

It is often said that …

The question arises if …

From my point of view…


	Don’t begin with your

thesis (“I think …”/ “In my

opinion…”)!

3-4 sentences (one paragraph).



	main part
	Convinces the reader.

Proves your thesis.
	The paragraph:

1. State your argument.

2. Illustrate it by giving an example (evidence)

3. Say why the example supports your argument.

Rule: New idea – new paragraph!


	First of all, …

To begin with, …

Firstly, … secondly, …

Furthermore, …

…, because …

Although …

Moreover, …

Therefore, …

Another reason is that …

Not only … but also…

On the one hand …on the other hand …

For one thing … for another …

However, …

By contrast, …

Finally, …

Last but not least, …
	Link your sentences and paragraphs!

Vary the connectives!

Avoid repetition!

Use a neutral and factual style!

3 paragraphs of 4-5 sentences.



	conclusion
	Says why your arguments have to convince the reader.


	1. Sum up your main points.

2. Draw a conclusion (consequence).


	To sum up, …

All in all, …

For these reasons …

As a result, …

All things considered, …

What seems clear is that …

To cut a long story short, …

To put it in a nutshell, …
	No further arguments!

2-3 sentences (one paragraph).




