How to write an editorial
	paragraph
	function
	content
	discourse markers
	dos & don’ts

	Introduction

The Lead

The attention-getter

	Hook the reader with the opening of the editorial. 

· 
	· Perhaps an anecdote will do the trick. 

· Or a shocking statement.

· Or refer to a statement or speech made by somebody. Briefly sum up its content .

· The narrative works well. Maybe a direct dialogue directed to the reader will be effective. 

· Whatever your approach, remember to be accurate and specific. Once the reader is firmly with you, indicate your topic and commit to your stance.
	Many people think that …

Generally speaking, …

It is often said that …
The question arises if …

From my point of view…


	Don’t begin with your

thesis (“I think …”/ “In my

opinion…”)!

3-4 sentences (one paragraph).



	Main Part

The Concession

Strongest argument against your thesis

_____________

but…..

_____________

The Body

Strong argument for your thesis

_____________

Stronger argument for your thesis

_____________

Strongest argument for your thesis
Conclusion
Thesis

_____________

Something extra

_____________


	You may wish to disarm the opposition by recognizing their viewpoint has some validity. This is a good move because those who disagree with your stand will be thinking it anyway. 

The point is not rebutted; it is conceded. 

The question might arise as to which point to use as a concession. Concede only the hardest point to argue against.

The psychology of argument dictates saving the strongest argument for last. There are two reasons for this strategy: 

1. the reader will tend to remember the final argument longer, and 

2. to end with a weak argument would invite rebuttal.

An effective ending to an editorial is to state or to restate the thesis, then leave the reader with a little something extra: a call to action, a vision of the future, food for thought, etc.

Of course, this basic outline of the editorial has many variations
	The paragraphs:

1. State your arguments.

2. Illustrate them by giving (an) example(s) or evidence.
3. Say why the example(s) support(s) your argument.

Rule: New idea – new paragraph!

1. Sum up your main point.

2. Draw a conclusion (consequence).


	First of all, …

To begin with, …

Firstly, … secondly, …

Furthermore, …

…, because …

Although …

Moreover, …

Therefore, …

Another reason is that …

Not only … but also…

On the one hand …on the other hand …

For one thing … for another …

However, …

By contrast, …

Finally, …

Last but not least, …

To sum up, …

All in all, …

For these reasons …

As a result, …

All things considered, …

What seems clear is that …

To cut a long story short, …

To put it in a nutshell, …
	Link your sentences and paragraphs!

Vary the connectives!

Avoid repetition!

Use a neutral and factual style!

3 paragraphs of 4-5 sentences.


	
	
	
	
	No further arguments!

2-3 sentences (one paragraph).




