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Points of Information (POIs) can turn out to be extremely powerful when skilfully used. Sometimes, a clever POI is an upheaval in the debate. If the speaker blushes in embarrassment and moves on to his next point, the jury may doubt the whole speech is flawed.
Here are some hints about POIs :

· Stand up confidently with one hand on the top of your head and say loudly “Point of Information”, addressing to the speaker, not to the jury. Stay as you are until the speaker indicates whether he is considering your POI or not. It might sound ridiculous, but you should definitely train to pronounce “Point of Information” without hesitation under your shower. You must be confident in your voice and attitude when raising a POI. People muttering a POI, not-really-standing-up-and-ready-to-sit-down-in-embarrassment are ignored. They sit down really, and never speak up again.
· POI should always be a short question. Assertions and long questions should be banned for two reasons. First, because assertions are forbidden as POI, so that the chairman may reject it. Second, because long questions are often misunderstood both by the audience and the speaker. Be incisive and phrase your question in a clear way; it will be far more efficient.
· Do not try to answer back when the speaker avoids your POI, or retorts with fallacious arguments. Resist the temptation. You are not allowed to speak up and trying to force your answer despite the rules will play against you. Content yourself with shouting a loud “shame”. It will be far more efficient to point out your opponent’s weaknesses. The audience will then be aware the speaker tried to use irrelevant arguments.
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